




The Hittorie of King Lear. 

Thy dowreles daughter King throwne to thtf chance, 

Is Qtteene of vs ; ofours,and ourfaire France : 

Not all the Dukes in watrifh Bur pundit, 

Shall buy this vnprizd precious maide of me. 

Bid them farewell Cordelia, though vnkind . 

Thou loofefthcrc, abetter whereto find. 

Lear. Thou haft her France, let her be thine, 

For we haue no fuch daughter, nor iloall euer fee 
That face of hers againe,therforc be gone, [Burgudj. 
Without our grace, our loue, ourbenizon* come noble 

Exit Lear and Bturgmdie. 

Fran. Bid farewell to your lifters. 

Cord. Theiewelsofourfather, . (youare, 

With wafht eyes fords lia leaues you, I know you what 
And like a lifter am moft loath to call your faults 
As they are named; vfe well our Father, 

To your profefled bofoms I commit him; 

But yet alas flood I within his grace, 

I would preferre him to a better pi ace : 

So farewell to you both. 

Cjononll. Prefcribe not vs our duties . 

Regan, Let your ftudy be to content your Lord, 

Whojrath receaued you at Fort unes almes; 

You haue obedience fcanted, 

And well are worth the worth that you hauewanted. 

Cord. Time fhal vnfould wha^pleated c lining hides, 

Who couersfaults, atlaift ffiametnem derides : 

Well may you profper. 

Fran. Comcfaire Cordelia. Exit France & Cord. 

Goner. Sifter, it is not a litt! e I haue to lay, 

Of whatmoft neerely appertaincs to vs both, 

I thinlce our father will hence to night. 

Reg. Thats moft certaine.and with you;nextmon eth wit ns. 
Cjon. You fee how fiill of changes his age isjthe obferuationw 
haue made of it hath not bin little', hee alwaies louedouri 
moft, and with what poorc iudgement hee hath now ca 
off appeares too groffe. , l 

Reg. Tis the in firmitie of his age, yet hee hath euer ^ 
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de ^^ n ^ebeft and founded of his time hath bin butralh, 
JJJft we looketo receiue fromhis age not alone the imper. 

frrtionoflon» ingrafted condition, but therwuhal vnrulvway- 
Sfrdnes that mffrme and cholericke yeares bring with them. 

Such vneonftant ftarts are we like to haue from him, as 

^^tf^^et^^her^complement of leaue-taking betweene 
Trance and him, pray lets hit together, ifour Father cary autho- 
With fuch difpofitions ashebeareSjthis laft Surrender ofhis, 

will but offend vs, . 

Ragan. We lhall fiirtherthinkeon t. 

Gon. Wemuftdoefomething,and it hhcate. Exem , 

J Enter Baflard Solus. 

Ball. Thou Nature art my Goddeffe,to thy law my feruices 
arcbound; wherefore flhould I ftand in the plague of cuftome, 
and permit the curiofitie of nations to depriue me. for that I am 
fome twelue or 1 4 ,moone(hines lag of a brother’why baftard , 
wherfore bafe? when my dementions are as well compact , my 
mind as generous, and my fhape as'trueas honeft madams lilue; 
why brand they vs with bafe, bafe baftardie ? who inrhe lufty 
ffealth ofnature, take more compofitionand feirce quality ,thcn ^ 
doth within a ftale dulllyed bed , goe to the creating or a whole ' 
tribe of fops got tweenea fleepe and wake; well the legitimate 
Edgar, I ivmft haue your land; our Fathers loue is to the baftard 
Edmund, as to the legitimate: well my legitimate, if this letter 
fneedeymd my inueution thriue, Edmund the bafe fhall tooth le- 
gitimate ; I grow, I profper, now Gods ftand vp for Baftards . 
Enter Cjlofler. 

Cjloft. AVkj banilTit dms, and France in choller parted , and 
the King gone to night, fubferibd his power, confined to e xhi- 
bitionf all this donne vpot* the gaade ; Edmund how now 
iWhatneWcs J ' V- ; 

Basl. SopleafeyourLordlliip, none; 

Gloft. Why fo eameftly feeke you to put vp that letter ? 

Ba/l. Iknownonewes my Lord. j 

Cjloft. What paper were you reading ? 

Baft. Nothing my Lord, 

C Glejl * 






